
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

    
 
 
DATE: February 19, 2019 
 
TO: City Council 
 
FROM: Stephen Fischer 
 City Attorney 
   
SUBJECT: Letter Opposing Gun Shows at Ventura County Fairgrounds. (5/10/10) 
 
CONTACT:  Stephen Fischer, City Attorney 
 Stephen.Fischer@oxnard.org, (805) 385-7483 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That City Council approve and authorize the Mayor to sign a letter requesting the Ventura 
County Fairgrounds Board of Directors cease contracting for new gun shows at the Fairgrounds 
and pursue any legal or legislative remedies as may be necessary for this cessation; and transmit 
such letter and communicate the Council position to the Board of Director and State and regional 
officials. 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
At the City Council meeting held on January 8, 2019, Mayor Pro Tem Ramirez requested, and a 
majority of the Council concurred, that an item be considered on a future Council agenda 
regarding gun shows at the Ventura County Fairgrounds. The specific consideration was whether 
to send a letter to the Ventura County Fairgrounds Board of Directors requesting that Board to 
cease contracting for additional gun shows at the Fairgrounds. Mayor Pro Tem’s request was 
prompted in part by recent discussions resulting in similar action being taken by the Ventura 
County Board of Supervisors. 
 
Attached to this agenda report are (1) a May 27, 2018 San Diego Union Tribune article 
describing the issues and history surrounding gun shows at publicly-owned properties in 
California, (2) a January 22, 2019 San Diego Union Tribune article reporting on a recently filed 
lawsuit challenging the cessation of gun shows at the Del Mar Fairgrounds, and (3) a draft letter 
to the Ventura County Fairgrounds Board of Directors President based on materials received 
from the County of Ventura. 
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STRATEGIC PRIORITIES 
 
This agenda item supports the Quality of Life strategy. The purpose of the Quality of Life 
strategy is to build relationships and create opportunities within the community for safe and 
vibrant neighborhoods, which will showcase the promising future of Oxnard. This item supports 
the following goals and objectives: 
 
 Goal 1. Improve community safety and quality of life through a combination of 
prevention, intervention, and suppression efforts that address crime and underlying issues. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT 
 
None. 
 
 
Prepared by Stephen Fischer, City Attorney 
 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

Union-Tribune re Gun Show Controversy History.052718 

Union-Tribune re Gun Show Lawsuit.012219 

Letter to Ventura County Fairgrounds Board Opposing New Gun Shows.021919 

CORRESPONDENCE- Gun Shows 2.5.19 
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Date ***** 
 
Ventura County Fairgrounds Board 
ATTN: President Leslie Cornejo 
10 W. Harbor Blvd. 
Ventura, CA 93001 
 
Oxnard City Council Request that the Fairgrounds Board Cease Contracting for New Gun 
Shows at the Ventura County Fairgrounds and Pursue Any Legal or Legislative Remedies 

Necessary for this Cessation 
 
Dear President Cornejo: 
 
I am writing today on behalf of the City Council of the City of Oxnard, who on February 19, 
2019, took action to support a recommendation requesting the Ventura County Fairgrounds 
Board of Directors cease contracting for new gun shows at the Fairgrounds. Additionally, we are 
supportive of both legal and legislative efforts the Fairgrounds Board may pursue needed to 
implement this cessation. 
 
Unfortunately, the United States has seen more gun violence per person than virtually every 
other modern industrialized country in the world. The tragic shooting in Thousand Oaks on 
November 7, 2018, that resulted in the deaths of 12 innocent people occurred just weeks before 
your Board voted to contract for two new gun shows in 2019. The Oxnard City Council is 
supportive of your efforts to pursue other types of revenue-enhancing events at the Fairgrounds. 
 
We, as the elected representatives of the City of Oxnard, respectfully request your Board cease 
contracting for additional gun shows at the Ventura County Fairgrounds and pursue any 
necessary legal or legislative remedies to accomplish such action. 
 
Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at (805) 385-7435 or 
tim.flynn@oxnard.org. 
 
Sincerely, 
Tim Flynn, Mayor 
City of Oxnard 
 
c: Governor Gavin Newsom 

Ventura County State Delegation 
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Ascencion, Michelle <michelle.ascencion@oxnard.org>

Gun Violence 

Steven Nash Tue, Feb 5, 2019 at 5:02 AM
To: "tim.flynn@oxnard.org" <tim.flynn@oxnard.org>, "carmen.ramirez@oxnard.org" <carmen.ramirez@oxnard.org>,
"bert.perello@oxnard.org" <bert.perello@oxnard.org>, "oscar.madrigal@oxnard.org" <oscar.madrigal@oxnard.org>,
"gabriela.basua@oxnard.org" <gabriela.basua@oxnard.org>, Bryan MacDonald <bryan.macdonald@oxnard.org>,
"vianeyforoxnard@gmail.com" <vianeyforoxnard@gmail.com>, Michelle Ascencion <michelle.ascencion@oxnard.org>

attn: City Clerk, please include this written correspondence in the 2-19-19 city council agenda
packet. Thank you.

At the Forum on Gun Violence at Westlake High School we heard impassioned truth and justified
rage from Susan Schmidt-Orfanos, mother of Telemachus, of one of the Borderline victims. I want
to carry her anger forward because the time has come to say bullshit to the gun culture that has
been foisted on us by amoral arms manufacturers, their public relations arm also known as the
NRA, and the bought and paid for politicians whose only goal is the attainment and retention of
power, influence and corporate bribes.

 

For too long we have been hoodwinked into believing in the sacred inviolability of the Second
Amendment. Truth is, the Constitution has 27 amendments and those amendments have been
interpreted by the Supreme Court many, many times. The Constitution and its amendments are
exactly what we say they are at any given time by way of the Supreme Court's most recent
decisions. As the Court changes membership, the interpretation of our Constitution and its
amendments changes and this is as it should be.

 

Susan Orfanos lost one son and her life is forever sundered. Yet this happens to 40,000 families
every year in the United States of America. Take a minute and read the biographies of the
Borderline shooting victims. These people were among the finest in our community, cut down by
an insane individual who was able to obtain the instrument of their death by a permissive and out
of control gun culture. If you excuse this as the cost of preserving your Second Amendment right
then you are complicit in this carnage.

 

There is simply no middle ground, especially if you are a politician. It is way beyond time for our
politicians, at every level, to speak out against the insanity and demand that we will sacrifice no
more innocent people to the gun.

 

A politician's primary goal should be to ensure that every American has been afforded their
“unalienable rights". The Declaration of Independence states “We hold these truths to be self-
evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain
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unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness”. I would argue
that the Declaration of Independence has primacy to the Second Amendment which, after all, was
included, among other reasons, to placate the southern slave states and their plantation owners
who wanted to keep their militias to track down, capture and kill, at their whim, escaped slaves.

 

Defenders of the Second Amendment claim it is needed to fight tyranny. I say to you the only tyrant
I see is the one holding the gun and hiding behind the flag.

 

Do the right thing. Please support Mayor Pro Tem Ramirez letter to the County Fairgrounds asking
for a gun show moratorium and support California Sen. Hannah-Beth Jackson’s Senate Bill-55
 and Assemblywoman Jacqui Irwin’s Assembly Bill-12.

 
Thank you,
Steve Nash
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