
 
 
 
 

PLANNING COMMISSION
STAFF REPORT

 
TO:  Planning Commission 
 
FROM: Susan L. Martin, AICP, Planning Manager 
 
DATE: August 16, 2012 
 
SUBJECT: Planning and Zoning Permit No. 12-580-01, (Zone Code Text Amendment), 

Regulations Concerning Operation of Mobile Food Facilities, Citywide. 
[ITEM CONTINUED FROM JUNE 21, 2012 MEETING] 

 
1) Recommendation: That the Planning Commission adopt a resolution recommending that 

the City Council approve Planning and Zoning Permit No. 12-580-01 for a zone code text 
amendment, subject to certain findings. 

 
2) Project Description and Applicant: A proposal to amend portions of the Oxnard City 

Code to address the operation of mobile food facilities within the city limits. The amendment 
would be effective throughout the city, and include changes to Chapter 8 (Vehicles and 
Traffic) and Chapter 16 (Zoning). The Planning Commission’s action on this matter is a 
recommendation to the City Council. Filed by the City of Oxnard, Planning Division, 214 
South C Street, Oxnard, CA  93030. 

 
3) Summary of Previous Meeting: On June 21, 2012, the Planning Commission considered 

a draft ordinance for the above-referenced subject at a duly noticed public hearing. While 
some of the text amendment distinguishes traditional lunch trucks and clarifies operations on 
public rights-of-way, the amendment primarily addresses operation of mobile food facility 
(MFF) uses on private property. As MFFs are considered temporary outdoor uses, staff 
presented amendments to the City Code which would allow such MFFs to conduct business 
with written consent of the property owner, with an approved temporary use permit for a 
period of 45-days at each approved site, and in compliance with requirements pertaining to 
location/distance and operational standards. 

 
At that meeting, some food truck operators indicated their general support for the ordinance. 
However, they requested the Commission consider allowing operation of MFFs between 
6:00 p.m. and 12:00 a.m. (midnight) in order to avoid conflicts with existing restaurant 
operations. The operators also requested consideration for an annual permit, that the 
proposed 45-day limitation was too restrictive on their earning potential. They also requested 
closer proximity to residential areas to better serve their customers. It was also suggested the 
City allow a maximum number of MFF permits so as not to oversaturate the demand for such 
services. 
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Members of the public indicated concern with the safety of the food and/or food handlers, 
with placement of such facilities near residential uses and schools during school hours, and 
were opposed to allowing such trucks to park in the same location day after day. The 
Commission was also asked to consider allowing multiple MFFs in special situations, such as 
school events, and minimize potential conflicts with existing restaurants, and maintain 
equitability with restaurant operators. 
 
During their deliberations, the Commission concurred with many comments received and 
directed staff to provide clarification, conduct further investigation, and make additional 
adjustments to the draft ordinance. 
 

4) Clarifications:  At the previous meeting, the Planning Commission inquired about some 
related functions at Oxnard College, and requested a more detailed comparison of the MFFs 
and permanent (brick and mortar) restaurtants. 

 
a) Oxnard College Activities:  As an educational institution, Oxnard College has an 

obligation to provide meals for its student and faculty population. Traditionally, a 
cafeteria would serve this function, but now commercial fast food establishments and 
food trucks are more typical. As such, MFFs located on the school campus, if not part of 
a fund-raising event, are considered part of the educational mission of the college. 

 
Similar inquiries were raised about food service at the Oxnard College Community 
Market. In 2001, the City issued a special use permit (SUP) for Oxnard College to 
conduct the outdoor swap meet use for up to 350 vendors, with hours of operation limited 
between 8:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday only. With respect to food 
sales, the SUP allows food sales, but prohibits sale of any material or food from 
pushcarts. 
 

b) Cost of Doing Business:  Previously, staff acknowledged MFFs as a recognized 
dining alternative. It was also noted that while MFFs represent a relatively low-cost way 
to start up new food service uses, restaurant owners and City business leaders have 
stressed the importance of not undercutting Oxnard's existing commercial and restaurant 
industry. Allowing MFF uses without controls may be considered unfair competition by 
established traditional brick-and-mortar restaurants. While there are unknown factors that 
will affect the estimates provided, staff worked with representatives of the existing 
Oxnard MFFs, the Oxnard Downtown Management District (ODMD), and consulted 
with other staff members to complete the following cost comparison data: 
 

Restaurant 
(estimate 2,000 SF floor area) 

Mobile Food Facility

Factors One-Time Annual Monthly One-Time Annual Monthly
Location/Leas
e 

 40,000  2,050

Improvements 325,000 55,000  
Land Use 2,500 135  
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Restaurant 
(estimate 2,000 SF floor area) 

Mobile Food Facility

Factors One-Time Annual Monthly One-Time Annual Monthly
Approvals 
EHD Permit-to-
Operate  700 470 

Business Tax 
Certificate 70 350 70 95 

Insurance  1,800 4,800 
Utilities  335  
TOTALS $327,570 $2,850 $40,335 $55,205 $5,365 $2,050

 
Leasing of restaurant space in Oxnard varies greatly depending on location and condition 
of the tenant space, with the general range from $12 to $35 per square foot of floor area. 
For this purpose, staff used the average rate ($20) to determine a minimum monthly lease 
rate for a 2,000 square foot restaurant. The MFF cost includes the commissary rental and 
the rate for leasing the private property on which the MFF is located. 
 
Building & Engineering staff's estimate for restaurant improvements includes equipment, 
furnishing, and construction permits for build-out of a typical (not high-end) café or 
restaurant space. The cost of a new food service truck is included in the MFF category. 
For comparison purposes, these are both included as one-time fees. 
 
A special use permit would only be required if a café or restaurant wanted to serve 
alcohol at the establishment. Therefore, this is an optional item only. For MFFs, the 
temporary use permit fee is presently proposed as the appropriate land use permitting 
process. The fee shown is for two such permits per site. 
 
County Environmental Health Permit fees are provided by representatives of ODMD and 
the MFF operators. 
 
It is important to note that the City business tax rate varies, based on the reported gross 
income, but is the same calculation for both restaurants and MFFs. The figures shown are 
provided by representatives of ODMD and the MFFs. The restaurant amount is for a 
business grossing about $270,000 annually. As a cash-only operation, there is some 
concern that the MFFs may be underreporting their income, and therefore pays less to 
satisfy their business tax certificate. Additional city taxes would result for restaurants that 
offer other activities such as entertainment. 
 
Insurance for a restaurant consists primarily of property liability, while a MFF is 
considered a vehicle. Therefore, the MFF cost is higher in this category. 
 
Brick-and-mortar restaurants will have monthly electricity, gas, water/sewer/trash, 
wastewater fees. The MFFs will not have these concerns, as they carry generators 
onboard the vehicles and are self-sufficient in this regard. 
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5) Further Investigation:  The Commissioners requested additional information on the 

following issues and concerns raised at the previous meeting: 
 
a) Proximity to Restaurant Uses:  Staff had previously, but internally, identified 

possible concerns with proximity to existing restaurant uses. However, with no 
stakeholder input received highlighting such concerns, and at that time, no examples of 
such limitations identified from other agency regulations, staff did not propose a 
minimum distance requirement in the previously proposed ordinance. 

 
With Planning Commission's interest and direction to staff, subsequent outreach and 
evaluations of MFF regulations in other California cities has been conducted. Staff 
contacted EDCO for assistance in organizing a coordinated effort with area restaurants. 
As of the printing of the staff report, staff has not received input on any additional 
restaurant concerns. In an updated summary of MFF regulations by some California 
cities, staff notes that a few cities have included a minimum proximity to other dining 
establishments. These vary greatly, from 200 feet (Emeryville) to 1000 feet (Lemore) to 
"determination by the Community Development Director" (Oakley). 
 
Under the previously proposed ordinance, Planning Commission supported the proposal 
that MFFs be located at least 500 feet from another MFF. As such, staff recommends that 
MFFs operating on private property maintain a minimum proximity of 500 feet from any 
other eating establishment during that establishment's operating hours. 

 
b) Accident Rates:  To date, there are no statistics specific to accident rates associated 

with parked MFFs, either on public rights-of-way or on private property. 
 

c) Limit Number of MFF Permits:  There are significant restrictions proposed which 
would essentially limit the number of MFFs operating in the city. As proposed, MFFs on 
private property may not be situated so as to impede line-of-sight, and must maintain the 
following minimum distance requirements: 
 500 feet from residential use/zone 
 900 feet from school, day care, or public park 
 500 feet from any other food serving establishment 
 500 feet from any other MFF 
 
With MFFs allowed on private property only in certain commercial and industrial zone 
districts, along with the various location requirements itemized above, staff feels there 
are adequate rules in place to limit the number of MFFs operating in the city without 
being overly rigid. 
 

6) Adjustments to Draft Ordinance:  Based on input provided by Commissioners and 
comments received since the meeting on June 21st, the previously proposed ordinance has 
been adjusted as follows: 
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a) Extend Hours of Operation:  There was general consensus among the 

Commissioners to extend the permissible hours of MFFs to 11:00 p.m., and until 
midnight (12:00 a.m.) on Fridays and Saturdays. This adjustment is shown in proposed 
ordinance section 16-442(B)(6). 

 
b) Proximity to Restaurant Uses:  As stated above, staff recommends that MFFs 

parked on private property maintain a minimum proximity of 500 feet from any other 
eating establishment during that establishment's operating hours. This adjustment is 
shown in proposed ordinance section 16-442(B)(9)(d). 

 
c) Extend TUP Timeframe:  At the Planning Commission's direction, the TUP timeframe 

for MFFs has been increased, from 45 days to 180 days. The Commission, at the previous 
meeting, discussed equitability of MFFs and brick-and-mortar restaurants. MFFs are 
mobile operations, not permanently located business establishments. While MFFs are a 
popular alternative method by which the Oxnard community and visitors can purchase 
food items, it should not be at the detriment of permanent food establishments, which 
have contributed significantly in setting up their business operations. It would be unfair 
to restaurants to allow MFFs as a long-term solution. The adjustment to 180 days is 
shown in proposed ordinance section 16-479(A)(5)(c). 

 
d) Remove Fee Waiver:  A comment received on the draft ordinance identifies section 

16-478, which states "the nonrefundable [temporary use permit] fee may be waived at the 
written request of the applicant and upon the approval of the city manager for charitable, 
youth or nonprofit organization projects." It has been brought to staff's attention that only 
the City Council has the authority to waive established fees, that this language is contrary 
to the authority allowed staff. As such, this is considered a clean-up issue. 

 
7) Appeal Procedure:  The Planning Commission’s action is a recommendation and the 

matter will be considered by the City Council at a later date.  
 
Attachments: 

A. June 21, 2012 Planning Commission Staff Report w/o Attachments 
B. Proposed Text Changes to Oxnard City Code 
C. Notice of Exemption 
D. Resolution 



Attachments:
A. June 21, 2012 Planning Commission Staff Report w/o 

Attachments
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TO: Planning Commission

FROM: Susan L. Martin, AICP, Planning Manager

DATE: June 21, 2012

SUBJECT: Planning and Zoning Permit No. 12-580-01, (Zone Code Text Amendment), 
Regulations Concerning Operation of Mobile Food Facilities, Citywide.

1) Recommendation: That the Planning Commission adopt a resolution recommending that 
the City Council approve Planning and Zoning Permit No. 12-580-01 for a zone code text 
amendment, subject to certain findings.

2) Project Description and Applicant: A proposal to amend portions of the Oxnard City 
Code to address the operation of mobile food facilities within the city limits. The amendment 
would be effective throughout the city, and include changes to Chapter 8 (Vehicles and 
Traffic) and Chapter 16 (Zoning). The Planning Commission’s action on this matter is a 
recommendation to the City Council. Filed by the City of Oxnard, Planning Division, 214 
South C Street, Oxnard, CA  93030.

3) Background Information: Since 2007, there has been a growing interest by vendors in 
establishing mobile food facilities (MFF) as a permanent business prospect in the City of 
Oxnard. As the MFFs vendors began establishing their operations, there were complexities 
with the Oxnard City Code in supporting these businesses. The requirements for a peddlers 
permit is addressed in Chapter 11 (Permits) of the City Code, while Chapter 8 (Vehicles and 
Traffic) places restrictions as to time and place for vending from vehicles, wagons, and 
pushcarts. These Code requirements are suitable for ice cream trucks and lunch wagons, as 
these operators do not stand or park their vehicles for extended time periods.

Operation of a MFF is different from the ice cream trucks and lunch wagons. The MFF 
operators who have approached the City indicated a need to locate their facility at specified 
locations for periods that exceed the Chapter 8 allowance of ten minutes. In addition, while 
these operators want to establish themselves permanently at certain locations, Chapter 16 
(Zoning) of the City Code is arranged to address land uses conducted from permanent 
structures. Early on, staff encouraged some of the MFF operators to apply to modify 
underlying land use approvals for the locations they were interested in. A modification to a 
special use permit approved by the Planning Commission would allow the MFF long-term 
rights on that particular property, in that such approval runs with the land. Alternatively, staff 
encouraged the MFF operators to consider pooling their resources and proposing an 
amendment to the City Code to adequately address their proposed type of use. The MFF 
operators made no such application, and Code Compliance officers continued to provide 
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warnings, then citations to the MFF operators for continuing to conduct their business 
contrary to the City Code.

The Oxnard City Code adequately regulates peddlers, pushcarts, and lunch wagons, and such 
operation in public areas. Therefore, the discussions herein are primarily focused on the need 
to provide standards for the operation of MFF uses on private property.

4) Environmental Determination:  In accordance with Sections 15304 and 15305 of the 
State CEQA Guidelines, projects involving “minor temporary use of land having negligible 
or no permanent effects on the environment” and those involving "minor alterations in land 
use limitations in areas…which do not result in any changes in land use or density" may be 
found to be exempt from the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA). This proposal minimally expands the list of allowed uses considered temporary, and 
does not propose to extend the timeframe for such similar uses, nor would the proposal result 
in any changes to existing land uses or density. Therefore, staff has determined that there is 
no substantial evidence that the project may have a significant effect on the environment and 
recommends that Planning Commission accept the Notice of Exemption (see Attachment C).

5) Analysis:

a) General Discussion:  Different dining choices should be recognized, as they provide 
alternative business opportunities in the city, especially during tough economic times. As 
estimated by the MFF vendors, a new food vending wagon costs $55,000 and monthly 
costs for operating such facilities are approximately $2,500. By comparison, start-up 
costs to establish a modest 2,000 square foot fixed restaurant facility are roughly 
estimated at $190,000, with monthly operating costs at $3,300. (Note that these costs do 
not include staff wages, benefits, workers’ comp, etc.) While MFFs represent a relatively 
low-cost way to start up new food service uses, restaurant owners and City business 
leaders have stressed the importance of not undercutting Oxnard's existing commercial 
and restaurant industry. That segment of the public suggests that to allow MFFs without 
controls may be considered unfair competition by established traditional brick-and-
mortar restaurants, who have already invested heavily in the community. However, with 
the rising interest in establishing MFFs, this food evolution is taken seriously, as the 
MFFs offer a popular alternative method by which the Oxnard community and visitors 
can purchase prepared foods.

The amendment proposed herein serves as a starting point for the Planning Commission, 
and ultimately, the City Council, to determine the degree of flexibility for this alternative 
food business they are willing to support. Staff reviewed ordinances from cities that 
directly regulates MFFs through zoning ordinance, or have had success in establishing 
such guidelines. The proposed ordinance addresses the need for MFFs to locate in 
appropriate areas, while allowing ample opportunities throughout the city for MFFs to 
start up these services. 

b) Summary of Other Cities' Requirements:  Although popular, the food truck 
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evolution is no longer a new phenomenon. Some jurisdictions have already made 
adjustments to their ordinances and permit procedures to accommodate this type of use – 
others have not yet delved into this matter, or are still considering the available options. 
There are a number of similarities amongst the cities studied by staff, but guidelines for 
regulating MFFs differ considerably.

While one city specifically prohibits MFFs in commercial zones, most municipalities 
embrace such uses in commercial and industrial zones. MFFs are consistently excluded 
from residential areas in the communities staff reviewed.

All cities reviewed require compliance with the County Environmental Health agencies 
and require a valid city business license or registration for operation of a MFF. Most of 
the communities surveyed require encroachment permits from their Public Works 
Department for operation of MFFs on public streets. However, there are significant 
differences in permitting requirements for operation of MFFs on private property. Some 
require permits issued by the Police Department, while others require permits issued by 
the Planning Department. Even those permits issued by the Planning Departments differ, 
as some require a Temporary Use Permit while some require an Administrative Permit 
and others require a Special Use Permit (used interchangeably with Conditional Use 
Permit).

Of the jurisdictions surveyed, the permit fees, due to the dissimilar processes involved, 
for MFFs range from $25 to more than $3,000. The extent of these differences makes it 
impossible to do a side-by-side comparison of the various standards and permitting 
requirements of these jurisdictions. However, for those interested, staff has included a 
summary of the other cities studied in Attachment B of this staff report.

Staff determined that existing sections of the City Code could be efficiently amended to 
address operation of MFFs in Oxnard. Minor changes to Chapter 8 (Vehicles and Traffic) 
would be sufficient to manage those MFFs located in public streets. The intent of Chapter 
16 (Zoning) generally supports land uses conducted from enclosed buildings. Typically, 
special use permits are approved pursuant to Section 16-530 et. seq., and such approvals 
run with the land, which means subsequent property owners or successors would be 
entitled to the privileges allowed by a special use permit. However, MFFs operating on 
private property seemed appropriate under Division 15 of Chapter 16 (Temporary Uses). 
Specifically, Section 16-475 clarifies that "A 'temporary use' is one which occupies a 
parcel of land for a period of more than one hour within 24-hour period, but less than the 
maximum time limits set forth herein; [and] does not utilize any permanent structures…" 

As proposed, the amendment expands on the standards for MFFs that are consistent 
among the other cities, and includes particular requirements that support the City of 
Oxnard's values as identified in the recently adopted 2030 General Plan. 

c) Synopsis of Proposed Amendment:  The amendment  proposes clarifications to 
Chapters 8 and 16 of the Oxnard City Code. In Chapter 8, the amendment would modify 
existing regulations for on-street parking. As MFFs are operational vehicles, they may 
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park on the street, in accordance with the Vehicle Code. As such, section 8-47 updates the 
list of major arterial streets, and revises time, place and manner public safety restrictions 
consistent with the Vehicle Code.

In  Chapter  16,  the  amendment  would  allow MFFs to  operate  on  private  property  in 
particular zone districts pursuant to a TUP or as an accessory use (depending on the zone) 
in accordance with specified operating standards. A definition for mobile food facility 
was added to section 16-10. MFFs were added as new accessory uses to the M-L and M-1 
zone.  Operating  standards  are  provided in  section  16-442,  a  new Code  section.  The 
Temporary Use Permit (TUP) section (Division 15) was updated to include MFFs. Staff 
also  took  the  opportunity  to  include  some  additional  clean-up  language  in  the  TUP 
section to clarify existing application of the TUP process (see Attachment A).

d) General Plan Consistency: The proposed ordinance amendment has been determined 
to be consistent with the General Plan. Consistency with the 2030 General Plan is defined 
by the relationship between 2030 General Plan policies and the proposed project.  The 
three consistency classification levels are:

I. Direct Applicability to a Proposed Project or Program (full text of the policy and 
an explanation).

II. Related or Indirect Applicability to the Proposed Project or Program (policy title 
and an explanation for each or groups of related or indirectly related policies).

III. No or Distant Applicability to the Proposed Project or Program (all policies not 
listed as Level I and II are assumed to be consistent).

POLICY LEVEL POLICY OR TITLE EXPLANATION

CD-3.1

CD-18.1

CD-19.2

II

Neighborhood Preservation: protect residential  
neighborhoods.

Attract New Businesses: encourage uses compatible with 
the community and not detrimental to the existing  
economy.

Complementary Development: complimentary role for  
continued economic success.

As proposed, the 
placement and 
operation of MFFs 
would occur in 
appropriate areas, 
consistent with other 
commercial and food 
service uses. Such 
facilities would 
maintain the integrity 
of existing 
commercial 
environments while 
preserving residential 
areas from 
encroachment of 
incompatible land 
uses.

II Quality of Life: maintain and enhance quality of life  
through better business opportunities.

Flexibility in Regulation Implementation: allow updates to  
regulations to adequately respond to market conditions.

Small Business: promote entrepreneurial and small  

The proposed 
amendment provides 
opportunities for 
MFFs to become a 
viable alternative food 
service models, 
supporting the 
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business expansion.
entrepreneurial spirit 
of the operators as 
small business 
owners. 

III All policies not listed above

Distant or No 
Applicability to the 
Proposed Amendment 
to the Oxnard City 
Code

6) Planning Commission Considerations:  

a) Heritage Square Food Truck Event:  Since September 2011, the Oxnard Downtown 
Management District (ODMD) has sponsored a food truck event on the First Thursday of 
each month. The monthly event takes place in the Heritage Square parking lot, located on 
the north side of Eighth Street, between A and B Streets. As the first such event in the 
City, a Temporary Use Permit (TUP) was issued. Although the TUP allows up to 18 food 
trucks, typically there have been 10-12 onsite for each event. The MFF vendors advertise 
gourmet menu offerings, and rotate so as to comply with the requirements of the Ventura 
County Environmental Health Division. Recently, the event moved to the Elks Lodge, 
across the street from Heritage Square, on a one-time TUP to clarify some of those 
regulations enforced by the County. The Heritage Square Food Truck event has been 
successful in bringing new patrons to Downtown Oxnard, and has been well-received by 
the community.

b) Addition of C-1 Zone as MFF Venue:  There are several MFFs currently operating 
in the community. They are scattered throughout the city, and almost all offer tacos as 
their food specialty. These operators indicate the need to be in closer proximity to their 
customers (i.e. residents) and request the C-1 zone district be considered as an allowable 
venue. While the C-1 zone is intended to provide convenience shopping and personal 
services primarily to serve neighborhoods, specialty retail food establishments are 
permitted, but "drive-in or take-out café or restaurant" uses are specifically prohibited 
under section 16-124(C). As an outdoor operation, staff has excluded C-1 from the list of 
allowable zone districts in the proposed amendment, as MFF operations would be 
contrary to the intent of the Oxnard City Code.

c) Timeframe for MFF as Temporary Operation:  The vendors currently operating 
MFFs in the city have claimed the proposed timeframe of 45 days at one location limits 
their earning potential - that the requirement to relocate after 45 days would negatively 
affect their business at their established locations. Related to this is the limitation on the 
number of TUPs which can be issued for any one location and the requirement for a 30-
day rest period between TUPs. The preference of the MFF vendors is for a one year 
timeframe, which could then be renewed for subsequent years without a 30-day waiting 
period in-between. Also, they request consideration of an operational period up to 12:00 
a.m. (midnight) in order to meet their customers' needs.

The nature of a temporary use is that it is intended to be temporary. As such, the TUP 
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ordinance establishes a 30-day rest period between any TUPs on a particular site. The 
next higher timeframe established in the City Code for TUPs is 180 days, which is 
specific to youth, charitable or nonprofit organization projects, or agricultural stands for 
produce grown on-site. These uses did not seem to be in the same commercial category as 
the MFF operations, and staff felt the 45-day period was most appropriate for this type of 
outdoor use.

Although the 45-day limit would require the MFF to find another location, the proposed 
ordinance would allow each MFF operator to have two valid TUPs at any one time. It is 
possible for each operator to conduct business year-round. This could be accomplished by 
moving the MFF every 45 days from one location to another, amongst three separate 
sites. The restriction would be on the property owner, who could have no more than three 
such outdoor events in any calendar year. This limitation also safeguards the property 
from too many outdoor events, which could negatively affect the integrity of the 
neighborhood. 

7) Stakeholder Workshop: On May 8, 2012, Planning Division staff conducted a meeting 
with several community groups, as well as a number of the MFFs currently operating within 
the City boundaries. The meeting was well attended, including representatives from various 
City departments, Ventura County Environmental Health Division, Oxnard Downtown 
Merchants District, and about 20 MFF operators and their legal representative.

There were a few points that the MFF operators concurred with the proposed amendment. 
Some limitations on operational standards were acceptable to the operators who attended the 
workshop meeting. Specifically, this included the restriction on chairs and seating, 
entertainment, and any requirement consistent with that of the Ventura County 
Environmental Health Division.

The MFF operators had several concerns with the proposed amendment, as well. The MFF 
operators indicated the need to be closer to their customers - especially residents - and 
requested the C1 zone district be considered as an allowable venue. They felt the maximum 
allotment of 45 days at one location was limiting - they preferred a one year timeframe, 
which could then be renewed for subsequent years. Also, they did not want to move from 
their already established locations. As to their operational period, they indicated a need to 
operate as late as midnight for their customers. For the reasons described in this report, staff 
was not comfortable making such adjustments to the proposed ordinance.

As originally drafted, the trucks were limited to operating four hours daily for five days. The 
operators indicated they would need at least five to six hours onsite if the timeframe included 
set-up and clean-up. They also indicated the five day limitation does not afford an adequate 
opportunity to conduct the business; their preference was to be allowed to operate seven days 
a week for more flexibility, so they can choose which days to operate. As a result of the 
stakeholders meeting, the draft as presented has been adjusted to allow a maximum six hour 
timeframe, and the number of operational days in a seven-day period has been increased to 
six.
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Staff also presented the proposed MFF ordinance to the City Wide Enhancement Program on 
May 10, 2012. There were some clarifying questions at this meeting, but no particular 
requests for further adjustments to the proposed language.

8) Appeal Procedure:  The Planning Commission’s action is a recommendation and the 
matter will be considered by the City Council at a later date. 

Attachments:
A. Proposed Text Changes to Oxnard City Code in Strike-Through and Underline
B. Summary of Other Cities Researched
C. Notice of Exemption
D. Resolution



Attachments:
B. Proposed Text Changes to Oxnard City Code
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Attachments:
D. Resolution



RESOLUTION NO. 2012-[PZ 12-580-01]

A RESOLUTION OF  THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF 
OXNARD RECOMMENDING TO THE CITY COUNCIL THE ADOPTION OF 
A ZONE TEXT AMENDMENT (PLANNING AND ZONING PERMIT NO. 12-
580-01) TO CHAPTERS 8 AND 16 OF THE CITY CODE TO ADDRESS THE 
OPERATION OF MOBILE FOOD FACILITIES WITHIN THE CITY LIMITS 
AND AMENDING VARIOUS TEMPORARY USE PERMIT REGULATIONS, 
INCLUDING PERMIT APPEALS. FILED BY THE CITY OF OXNARD, 305 
W. THIRD STREET, OXNARD, CA 93030.

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission of the City of Oxnard has considered an application for 
Planning and  Zoning Permit  No.  12-580-01,  filed  by  the  City  of  Oxnard,  to  amend 
Chapters 8 and 16 of the City Code; and

WHEREAS,  the  Planning Commission  has  held  public  hearings  and received and reviewed 
written an oral comments related to the proposed amendment; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission finds after due study and deliberation that  the public 
interest and general welfare requires the adoption of such amendment; and

WHEREAS, Sections 15304 and 15305 of Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations exempt 
the  project  from  the  requirement  for  the  preparation  of  environmental  documents 
imposed by the State California Environmental Quality Act; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Planning Commission of the City of Oxnard 
hereby recommends to the City Council adoption of the Zone Text Amendment (PZ No. 
12-580-01),  as  shown  in  Exhibit  “A”  amending  Chapters  8  and  16  to  address  the 
operation of mobile food facilities, attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Planning Commission of the City of Oxnard on this 16th day 
of August 2012 by the following vote:

AYES: Commissioners:

NOES: Commissioners:

ABSENT: Commissioners:

Anthony R. Murguia, Chair

ATTEST: ______________________
Susan L. Martin, Secretary


