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TO: Planning Commission

FROM: Juan Martinez, Associate Planner

DATE:  May 17, 2012

SUBJECT: Planning and Zoning Permit No. 11-510-11 (Major Modification to Special Use 
Permit 04-510-08), Amigos Sports Bar and Grill, 2831 North Vineyard Avenue.

1) Recommendation: That the Planning Commission approve Planning and Zoning Permit 
No. 11-510-11 (Major Modification to Special Use Permit 04-510-08, subject to certain 
findings and conditions.

2) Project Description and Applicant:  A request to upgrade ABC License Type 41 (On 
Sale Beer and Wine – Eating Place) to ABC License Type 47 (On Sale General-Eating Place) 
at an existing 2,300 square foot restaurant (Amigos Sports Bar and Grill).  The site is located 
at 2831 North Vineyard Avenue.  The application was filed by Sherri Olson on behalf of FK 
Enterprises of Oxnard Inc, 2831 North Vineyard Avenue, Oxnard, CA 93036.

3) Existing & Surrounding Land Uses: The business is located in an existing shopping 
center that was built in 2004.  The site is within the El Rio West Neighborhood which lies 
across the unincorporated community of El Rio.

Direction Zoning General Plan Existing Land Use

PROJECT 
SITE

C2-PD(General Commercial 
Planned Development)

RM
(Residential Medium)

Restaurant w/in existing 
shopping center

North R-3-PD(Garden Apartment) RM
(Residential Medium) Residential Complex

East County Jurisdiction County Jurisdiction:
Commercial General Commercial and office mix

South C2-PD(General Commercial 
Planned Development)

CN
(Neighborhood Commercial) Commercial Retail Paint Store

West R-3-PD(Garden Apartment Planned 
Development )

CG
(Commercial: General) Ventura Valero (Fuel Station)



4) Background Information:  In December of 2004, the Planning Commission approved 
Special Use Permit (PZ 04-510-08) to allow the sale of beer and wine (ABC License Type 
41) for on-site consumption at a proposed restaurant (Compadres Mexican Grill).  Amigos 
Sports Bar and Grill has operated at this location in August of 2011.  During a site visit in 
January, noticeable changes to the interior décor were noticed by representatives from the 
Police Department and the Planning Division.  Prior to the interior alterations, the 
establishment mimicked the design and style of a typical Baja Fresh.  However, the interior 
design now incorporates bar-like features that substantially alter the interior setting, look and 
feel of the restaurant.  The business owner is currently  working with a local architect to 
properly  permit the tenant improvements and all other alterations that were made without 
City approvals.

  
5) Environmental Determination: In accordance with Section 15301 of the California 

Environmental Quality  Act (CEQA) Guidelines, projects involving the permitting of existing 
facilities are exempt from environmental review where there is negligible or no expansion of 
use. This proposal would conditionally permit upgrading of existing beer and wine sales to 
general sales to include distilled spirits within an existing restaurant.  Therefore, staff has 
determined that there is no substantial evidence that the project may  have a significant effect 
on the environment and recommends that the Planning Commission accept the Notice of 
Exemption (See Attachment C).  

6) Analysis:

a) General Discussion:  Amigos Sports Bar and Grill employs 12 employees and 
operates four shifts with four employees.  Food served will include breakfast, lunch and 
dinner with operating hours from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 a.m., seven days a week.

 The requested upgrade will include the sale of distilled spirits.  A Type 47 license restricts 
the establishment to maintain alcohol sales as incidental to the sale of food.  Although the 
business has the look and feel of an old school bar, the license type would not allow the 
establishment to operate as a stand-alone bar without food as a primary component to the 
operation. Consistent with the license issued by  ABC, conditions of approval are included 
as part of this request that require the establishment to be equipped and operated as a 
bona fide restaurant.  The business owner understands that quarterly  gross sales of 
alcoholic beverages are not to exceed the gross sales of food.  

b) General Plan Consistency:   The City’s 2030 General Plan land use designation for 
the subject site is for General Commercial uses which generally are commercial land uses 
which include retail centers and free-standing commercial uses along arterials 
thoroughfares. The existing restaurant is located within an existing commercial strip 
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center that fronts Vineyard Avenue.  The existing development is consistent with the 2030 
General Plan: therefore, approval of this special use has been determined to be consistent 
with the General Plan and the property’s land use designation.

Consistency  with the 2030 General Plan is defined by the relationship  between 2030 
General Plan policies and the proposed project.  The three consistency classification 
levels are:
I. Direct Applicability to a Proposed Project or Program (full text of the policy and 

an explanation).

II. Related or Indirect Applicability to the Proposed Project or Program (policy title 
and an explanation for each or groups of related or indirectly related policies).

III. No or Distant  Applicability  to the Proposed Project or Program (all policies not 
listed as Level I and II are assumed to be consistent).

POLICY LEVEL POLICY OR TITLE EXPLANATION

CD-14.1
CD-14.2
ICS-19.2

II
Design Review Process

Development Advisory Committee Functions (DAC)
Public Safety

The Development Advisory 
Committee (DAC) review 

process led to changes in the 
project and/or conditions of 

approval that meet these Level II 
policies.

c) Conformance with Zoning Development Standards:  In accordance with the City 
Code, the proposed upgrade ABC License Type 41 (On Sale Beer and Wine - Eating 
Place) to ABC License Type 47 (On Sale General-Eating Place) at an existing restaurant 
may be permitted with an approved special use permit in the General Commercial (C-2) 
zone district. In this case, an amendment to the existing special use permit is requested to 
allow a license upgrade to full alcohol.  

f) Police Department Review:  The Oxnard Police Department provided a 
comprehensive report in accordance with City Council Resolution No 11,896.  
(Attachment D) The report analyzes the number of establishments selling alcoholic 
beverages within 350 feet and 1,000 feet to determine whether a presumption of undue 
concentration exists, and whether approval of the application request is likely to 
significantly aggravate police problems.  There are no similar uses within 350 feet or 
within 1,000 feet.  However, there are five establishments with sales for off-site 
consumption, two within 350-feet  and three additional within 1,000 feet of the 
establishment.  

 The Police Department’s report states that the average citywide, per reporting district 
base number of Part 1 and II crimes is currently  117.  When compared, the subject 
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premise is in a reporting district having a base number of 119 during the same 12-month 
time period.  This was determined to be 2-percent higher than the average crime rate 
citywide and generally not considered to be significant.  

 The Police Department has determined that the area is generally not considered to be a 
policing problem. Although the owner has altered the interior décor and created an 
atmosphere which has the look and feel of an old school bar, state law and permit 
conditions will ensure that the business is maintained in good faith as a bona fide 
restaurant. 

7) Community Workshop: On November 7, 2011, the applicant mailed notices of the 
Community Workshop meeting to all property owners within the El Rio West Neighborhood. 
A notice of this meeting was posted on the project site with a brief description and contact 
information. The Community  Workshop  was conducted on Monday, November 21, 2011.  
The applicant described the application request and provided a brief description of their 
business to the persons in attendance.  There were 2 items on the agenda and 6 persons who 
attended the meeting.  Persons were primarily there for the other item and there was no 
community response.

8) Appeal Procedure:  In accordance with Section 16-545 of the City Code, the Planning 
Commission’s action may be appealed to the City Council within 18 days after the decision 
date. Appeal forms may be obtained from the City Clerk and must be submitted with the 
appropriate fees before the end of the appeal period. 

Attachments:
A. Maps (Vicinity, General Plan, Zoning)
B. Reduced Project Plans
C. Notice of Exemption
D. Police Report
E. City Council Resolution No 11,896
F. PC Resolution No. 2004-96
G. Resolution
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 Prepared by: ______
              JM

 Approved by: ______
               SM
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