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Proposition 19, an Initiative to Legalize Marijuana in California on the November
02,2010 General Election Ballot

RECOMMENDATION

That City Council consider a report on Proposition 19, an initiative to legalize marijuana in California
on the November 02, 20 I0 General Election Ballot.

DISCUSSION

Proposition 19, known as the Regulate, Control and Tax Cannabis Act of2010, is a California ballot
initiative which will be voted on during the November 2, 2010 Statewide General Election. Passage of
Proposition 19 will legalize various marijuana activities which are currently illegal in California, and
will allow local governments to regulate these activities including the authority to impose and collect
fees and taxes. However, even if the Proposition is passed, the sale of marijuana will remain illegal
under Federal Law via the Controlled Substances Act.

A similar measure to legalize marijuana in California was on the November 1972 ballot, which failed to
pass. The current measure qualified to be on the November ballot in March 2010 and The Ventura
County Law Enforcement Coordinating Council (VCLECC), which is comprised of the chieflaw
enforcement officers from each local law enforcement agency including the California Highway Patrol
and the District Attorney, has unanimously opposed Proposition 19. The VCLECC believes Proposition
19 contains deceptive language, noting that while it's captioned "Regulate, Control, Tax Cannabis," the
initiative contains no provisions that regulate or control the cultivation, sale, or use of marijuana.
Rather, the initiative assigns the task of regulation, without guidance, to each individual city in
California. The State is prohibited from regulating marijuana, its cultivation, sale, transportation, or

use.

Prop9nents of Proposition 19 contend that passage of the measure will benefit the State by increasing
tax rtlvenue, lessening the jail and prison populations, and reducing criminal activity associated with
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marijuana sales. Opponents, however, question whether any additional revenue would be realized as the
costs for dealing with increased marijuana use would increase with an increase in use.

FINANCIAL IMPACT

There is no direct financial impact on the City of Oxnard as this is a proposed action.
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