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DATE: September 9, 2010
TO: City Council

FROM: Edmund F. Sotelo, City Manager

SUBJECT: California Discovery Museum, located at old Levitz property 2420 North Oxnard
Boulevard. '

RECOMMENDATION

That the City Council execute a letter of support for a California Discovery Museum at the old Levitz
Furniture Store site.

DISCUSSION

The Gull Wings Children’s Museum, a Californian non-profit corporation, is embarking on a bold
project to create a California Discovery Museum, an interactive center to allow visitors to experience
all aspects of the State of California, mecluding history, natural resources, science, industry and
agriculture. The museum would provide rotating exhibit space, an on-site restaurant with outdoor
seating, an education in ouftreach department and other amenities at the old Levitz Furmniture store site.
It is anticipated that the museum would create approximately 200 new permanent jobs, and will draw
more than 500,000 visitors annually. It will draw national attention and reinforce new positioning of
the Oxnard community as one of California’s top tourist destinations.

The Gull Wings Children’s Museum, 1s seeking financial support from the City and support from the
City in timely and efficiently processing of plans and permits for the project. Gull Wings faces an
October 1, 2010 deadline for a state application, and secks City support for the application. The
attached letter is not a commitment of the City to provide funds, but does demonstrate that the City

supports the project.

FINANCIAL IMPACT

The recommended action has no financial impact. Any future requests for funding will be considered
on their merits.



DR. THOMAS E. HOLDEN
Mayor

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
305 West Third Street » Oxnard, CA 93030 * (805) 385-7435 » Fax (805) 385-7595
Email: drtomholden@aol.com

Melissa Baffa

Executive Director

Gull Wings Children’s Museum
418 West Fourth Street

Oxnard, California 93030

Re:  California Discovery Museum

Dear Ms. Baffa:

By this letter, the City of Oxnard expresses its support for the creation of a California Discovery
Museum, in Oxnard, at the old Levitz Furniture site, an interactive center to allow visitors to
experience unique and special attributes of the State of California from its natural resources to its
history, to its science and industry, to its agricultural and urban settings. As conceived, this project
would provide many benefits to the Oxnard community, including tourism revenue and
employment opportunities. This is a project which would greatly enhance the community.

Formal approval of any funding requests would of course depend on a number of factors, and must
be considered separately by the City Council. We do, however, offer our enthusiastic support for

this project.

Sincerely,

Dr. Thomas E. Holden

Mayor
Andres Herrera Dean Maulhardt
Mayor Pro Tem Councilmember
Dr. Irene G. Pinkard Bryan A. MacDonald
Councilwoman Councilman
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