Planning Division

PLANNING COMMISSION
STAFF REPORT

TO: Planning Commission
FROM: Christopher Williamson, AICP, Senior Planner
DATE: May 1, 2008

SUBJECT: Planning and Zoning Permit No. 08-00-36, (Miscellaneous) for Adoption of

1)

2)

3)

4)

Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) 07-10 for the Widening of Hueneme Road
Between Saviers Road and Arcturus Avenue.

Recommendation: That the Planning Commission adopt MND 07-10.

Project Description and Applicant: The City of Oxnard Public Works Department is
planning to widen Hueneme Road from two to four lanes between Saviers Road and Arcturus
Avenue (approximately 1,700 feet) and widen the existing box culvert over the Oxnard
Industrial Drain. The MND adoption request is a stand-alone “miscellaneous” item requested
by Public Works so that they may better compete for state funding by having a completed
CEQA process. Filed by the City of Oxnard Public Works Department, 305 West Third
Street, Oxnard, CA. ‘

Existing & Surrounding Land Uses: The project site is mostly within the right-of-way
of Hueneme Road between Saviers Road and Arcturus Avenue, except for approximately
one-quarter acre of additional right-of-way to be acquired in several areas along the south
side of the existing roadway.

LOCATION [ ZONING GENERAL PLAN |  EXISTING LAND USE
Project Site NA Secondary Arterial 2 and 4 lane arterial
North R1-PD Residential Low Low and Medium density
R3-PD Residential Medium housing
South M1-PD Commercial General Vacant, light industrial, railroad
Light Industrial '

Background Information: Currently, the pavement width of the subject portion of
Hueneme Road varies from 36 to 44 feet-wide (11.0 to 13.4 meters). The typical roadway
section would be a total of 71 feet-wide (21.6 meters), consisting of four 12 foot-wide (3.6
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meters) traffic lanes, a 12 foot-wide (3.6 meters) median, and two 5.5 foot-wide (1.7 meter)
bike lanes. However, the proposed Hueneme Road section would be approximately 88 feet-
wide at Arcturus Avenue to provide dedicated left and right turn lanes. The existing 52 foot-
wide culvert over the Oxnard Industrial Drain would be widened to 110 feet wide, to
accommodate additional traffic lanes and bicycle lanes.

The culvert would be widened by installing three 40 foot-long pier walls in the channel
upstream of Hueneme Road. The pier walls would be approximately 5 foot-9 inches high
and aligned parallel to the channel. Pier walls downstream of Hueneme Road were
previously constructed in anticipation of culvert widening. A steel-reinforced four-cell
concrete box would be laid over the pier walls to form the top of the widened culvert. Asphalt
concrete paving would be applied over the concrete box to form the roadway surface. All
utilities at the Oxnard Industrial Drain crossing would be protected in place, except a 12-inch
diameter water pipeline which would be relocated.

The construction date of the proposed project is dependent on the receipt of funding and
completion of all environmental clearances; however, it is expected that construction would
be initiated in the year 2009. Construction equipment to be used would be selected by the
construction contractor and is unknown at this time. Peak daily truck trips are expected to be
about 50. In addition, about 4 to 20 daily trips would be associated with construction worker
transportation. A staging and storage area for construction equipment and materials would be
required and would be identified by the construction contractor at the time the construction
contract is initiated. However, it is likely that staging and storage would occur within the
vacant area adjacent to the Ventura County Railroad tracks.

Environmental Determination: The proposed development is subject to project-level
review in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) even though
the 2020 General Plan and CIP were previously CEQA reviewed. The project also requires a
NEPA review as Federal funding is utilized and Federal agency permits are required and it is
also advantageous to have adopted CEQA documents when requesting CALTRANS funding.
An initial study and Mitigated Negative Declaration 07-10 was prepared to analyze
potentially significant adverse environmental effects of the proposed project. Mitigation
measures are included as noted below. All other potential impacts were found to be less than
significant. ’

(] Cultural Resources: Archaeologist and/or Native American representative evaluates
possible Native American cultural material and/or human remains if uncovered (CR-1,
CR-2)

00 Water Quality: Submit a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan, including spill
prevention and containment measures, and comply with all measures. (WQ-1)
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6)

7)

8)

(0 Air Quality: Twelve standard mitigations to reduce construction-related emissions, including
" alternative fuels, if feasible. (AQ-1 to 12)

(0 Biology: Six mitigations, developed in coordination with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, to minimize impacts on the Tidewater Goby located downstream in the Oxnard
Industrial Drain that passes under Hueneme Road. (BIO-1 to 6)

The 1nitial study and mitigation measures were made available for public review and
comment, from December 31, 2007 through January 21, 2008. Comments were received on |
the draft environmental document and none required responses or changes to the MND.
Based on the environmental analysis, no significant adverse effects are expected to result
from the proposed development. Therefore, staff recommends that Planmng Commission
adopt the MND 07-10 (see Attachment A).

General Plan Policies and Land Use Designation Conformance: Hueneme Road
is designated as a four-lane secondary arterial in the 2020 General Plan and the proposed road
widening is included in the City’s CIP which implements the 2020 General Plan, therefore
the proposed widening is consistent with the 2020General Plan.

Community Input: The Applicant mailed notices to 65 property owners within 300 feet of
the roadway segment of the availability of MND 07-10. As the construction start date is not
certain, Public Works has not yet scheduled a community meeting to inform nearby residents
of the work program, lane closures, and related information. The Public Works Department
will meet and/or notice the community once the construction schedule is known.

Attachments:
A. MND 07-10
B. Resolution
A \
Prepared by: (' AJ
Cw

Approved by:

SM




RESOLUTION NO. [PZ 08-00-36]

A RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF
ADOPTING MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION 07-10 FOR THE
HUENEME ROAD WIDENING PROJECT BETWEEN SAVIERS ROAD AND
ARCTURUS AVENUE. FILED BY KEN ORTEGA, PUBLIC WORKS, 305
WEST THIRD STREET, OXNARD, CA 93030.

WHEREAS, the 2020 General Plan is the City of Oxnard’s duly adopted general plan and contains
elements that directly or indirectly discuss needs and policies related to Hueneme Road, and
Hueneme Road is designated as a secondary arterial in the 2020 General Plan; and

WHEREAS, aportion of Hueneme Road between Saviers Road and Arcturus Avenue does not meet
the 2020 General Plan secondary arterial standard; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission has held a public hearing and received and considered oral
and written testimony on MND 07-10; and

WHEREAS, the comments of the Commissioners, members of the public, and interested groups and
agencies have been adequately responded to; and

WHEREAS, in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act, the Planning Manager
provided public notice of the intent of the City to adopt a mitigated negative declaration for
this project, and the Planning Commission considered the proposed mitigated negative
declaration, together with any comments received during the public review process, finds on
the basis of the whole record before it (including the initial study and any comments
received) that with the imposition of mitigation measures as conditions of approval, there is
no substantial evidence that the project will have a significant effect on the environment,
further finds that the mitigated negative declaration reflects the independent judgment of the
City, and adopts the mitigated negative declaration; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Planning Commission adopts MND 07-10 in
compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Planning Commission of the City of Oxnard on this 1* day of
May 2008, by the following vote:

AYES: Commissioners:
NOES: Commissioners:

ABSENT: Commissioners:

Michael Sanchez , Chairman

ATTEST:

Susan L. Martin, Secretary



