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DATE: February 22, 2007
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FROM: Matthew Winegar, AICP Director
Development Services Department

SUBJECT: Ventura Council of Governments (VCOG) Adoption of the City’s 2006 to 2014
Regional Housing Needs Assessment Allocation (RHNA)

RECOMMENDATION

That the City Council review and comment on VCOG’s adoption of the City’s 2006 to 2014 RHNA
allocation of 7,093 housing units.

DISCUSSION

State housing law requires that jurisdictions provide their fair share of regional housing needs. In
cooperation with the California Department of Housing and Community Development, the Southern
California Association of Governments (SCAG) determines regional existing and projected housing
need as a share of the state-wide housing need in a process called the Regional Housing Needs
Assessment (RHNA). SCAG has determined that Ventura County’s share of the regional need for the
period January 1, 2006, to July 1, 2014 is 26,534 housing units. This total is based on state-imposed
assumptions of continued population and economic growth, domestic and internatjonal migration, and
capacity for additional urban development.

Under the RHNA process, the Ventura Council of Governments (VCOG) accepted responsibility for
allocating the county’s total RHNA allocation to the ten cities and unincorporated areas. By accepting
delegation, the county total cannot be raised by SCAG in the event some jurisdiction outside Ventura
County successfully appeals their RHNA allocation and some number of units is subsequently
reassigned to other jurisdictions. At its January 9, 2007, mecting, VCOG voted for the allocation
shown on the attachment, where the City’s RHNA allocation is 7,093 housing units. The allocation is
broken out into four income classifications. The City’s income targets are: 1,491 very low units
(21.0%); 1,221 low umits (17.2%), 1,445 moderate units (20.4%), and 2,936 above moderate units
(41.4%). The very low and low income targets are about ten percent lower than the county-wide
average, representing a SCAG policy of not further impacting communities that already have a higher
than county-wide average of very low and low income households.
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Given that the RHNA planning period is already a year old and 554 units were completed in 2006, the
RHNA goal is now about 6,500 units over 7.5 years, or 860 units per year. This rate is higher than the
average of 500 units per year between 2001 and 2006. However, the June 2006 General Plan
Background Report stated that 7,000 units are expected to be developed by 2015, based on planning
permits already approved or underway, and if that and other smaller development does occur the
RHNA target would probably be met in terms of total units. The challenge for all jurisdictions is to
plan, encourage, and provide the relatively high number of very low and low-income units. The next
Housing Element, due for completion by July 2008, will need to address these planning goals.

Under the VCOG delegation arrangement, jurisdictions may appeal their RIINA allocation between
February 15 and March 16, 2007. The appeal would be heard and decided by VCOG.

Neither SCAG nor VCOG require an action by jurisdictions to accept the RHNA allocations.

FINANCIAL IMPACT

There is no immediate financial impact associated with RHNA.

Attachment #1 - Draft RHNA Allocation Plan, pp. 1-1 and 1-8
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