
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SENIOR SERVICES COMMISSION  
Minutes 

Regular Meeting 
November 9, 2010 

 
 

A. CALL TO ORDER 
 

The Senior Services Commission meeting was called to order by Chairperson 
Jacobs at 9:03 a.m. 
 

 
B. ROLL CALL AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
Commissioners present D. Thibeault, J. Jacobs, N. Kobashigawa, R. 

Fischer, P. Davis, L. Villareal Yu, and N. 
Rowe 

 
Commissioners absent:   
 
Staff present:   Julie Doi, Deputy City Attorney 
     Gregory Barnes, Recreation Coordinator 

Marisue Eastlake, RSVP Director 
Caroline Gambala, Office Manager 
    

The minutes from the October 12, 2010 meeting were approved with the 
following corrections: 
Under Old Business, Senior Vegetable Garden, Commissioner Rowe will 
write a letter to the fire chief and Commissioner Davis asked to explore the 
possibility of forming an oversight committee to oversee all vegetable 
gardens. 
 
 

C. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

There were no public comments. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
D. PRESENTATION 

 
Commissioner Villareal Yu gave a presentation on the St. John’s Regional 
Medical Center’s Senior Wellness Programs.  SWP provides compassionate 
health services to the poor, including health screenings, flu shots, physician 
referrals and more. 

 
 

E. NEW BUSINESS 
 

Fernando Garcia, Wilson Senior Center director, reported all three centers 
placed at the Wii Bowling Tournament. Alice Madrid, from Wilson, won the 
top scorer award for the county.  Several presentations are planned before the 
end of the year, including ones by HICAP and on Alzheimers.  There will be a 
6-week free health education course in early 2011. Garcia invited 
commissioners to Wilson’s Holiday Lunch on Dec. 10.   
 
Marisue Eastlake reported the Quinceanera organized by La Colonia Senior 
Center Director Claudia Valencia had about 400 attendees and was 
appreciated by those honored.  She shared a news article about the event. 
 
Commissioner Fischer suggested that the Wilson Center show the film 
“Oxnard 1961” and have the film’s videographer speak following the 
showing.  He also spoke of the availability of having someone do a 
presentation on pre-planning for funeral arrangements. 
 
Commissioner Thibeault stated there was a need to do more marketing of the 
senior activities and events offered by the City. 
 
Fernando Garcia gave an update on the current senior vegetable garden, 
located on Pleasant Valley Road. He attended the garden’s last board meeting 
and obtained their waiting list and an update on their financial accounting.   
 
Commissioner Davis recommended use of the horse shoe pit area at Wilson 
for a new senior vegetable garden. Greg Barnes informed commissioners he 
was told Senior Services cannot put a new vegetable garden in the Wilson 
Park area. There is a new Camino Del Sol public gardening area opening 
soon.  Commissioners agreed the garden subcommittee would meet to discuss 
future actions to help secure more gardening area dedicated to seniors. 
 
Discussion on Sunday dances was tabled in favor of pursuing a new garden 
area. 
 
 

F. OLD BUSINESS 
 

Commissioners Davis and Kobashigawa asked staff to get a finish date for the 
Camino Del Sol vegetable garden site.  
 
 
 



 
G. SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS/COMMISSION BUSINESS 

 
Commissioner Rowe attended the VCAAA open house on November 5. She 
will report on their regular meeting in January.  
 
Commissioner Thibeault, the seniors’ representative on the Measure O 
committee, spoke on the measure. He would like to investigate building a new 
senior center, elevating Senior Services to a department level and conducting 
a needs survey of seniors. He also requested the Senior Services budget be 
added to the next agenda. 
      

 
H.  ADJOURNMENT 

 
Meeting was adjourned at 10:40 a.m. 


