
 

MINUTES 
 

Fiscal Policy Task Force 
Special Meeting 

Mountain View Conference Room 
300 West Third Street, Fourth Floor 

Oxnard, CA 93030 
 

June 22, 2011 
10:30 a.m. 

 
A. Roll Call 

Chairperson MacDonald called the meeting to order at 10:35 a.m.  Chairperson MacDonald and 
Vice-Chairperson Carmen Ramirez were present.  In addition, the following staff members were 
present:  Edmund Sotelo, Grace Magistrale Hoffman, Danielle Navas, Alan Holmberg,      
Martin Erickson, Jim Cameron, and Tamara Reese 

B.   Public Comments 

There were no public comments. 
 

C.   Review and Approval of Minutes from June 1, 2011 

A motion was made by Vice Chairperson Ramirez and seconded by Chairperson MacDonald 
that the minutes be approved as presented. 

D.  Task Force Business 

• Fiscal Years 2011 – 2012 and 2012 – 2013 Recommended Budget 

Mr. Cameron shared that the proposed budgets for fiscal years 2011-2012 and 2012-2013 were 
distributed to Council at its June 14 meeting.  He asked for the Fiscal Policy Task Force’s 
direction for the planned June 28 Budget Study Session, which is scheduled to begin at 5:30 
p.m.  Mr. Cameron noted the General Fund revenue projection is down due to the reduced 
Franchise Fee being paid by The Gas Company.  Some proposed projects using Measure “O” 
funds will be coming before Council at its June 28 meeting.   

Mr. Cameron provided handouts addressing sales tax revenues and the local unemployment rate.  
He also shared some statistics on local vehicle and home sales, and general housing trends.  
Supplemental property tax assessments are down county-wide.   

Chairperson MacDonald noted that Oxnard is in a better financial position than many cities, due 
to its diversified revenue streams.  He asked for greater budget fund detail at the Study Session; 
specifically, where the overall 2011-2012 budget increase of $7 million is going.  Chairperson 
MacDonald also asked for more detail on FTE positions and asked if City staffing levels,  
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particularly in Enterprise Funds and project areas, are sufficient to comply with various 
reporting requirements, etc. 

Mr. Sotelo shared that priority has been given to replacing Water and Waste Water positions 
that were vacated due to last year’s Early Retirement Incentive Program (ERIP).   

Vice Chairperson Ramirez asked that the study session include information on the City’s debt 
service, including historical data.  She would also like to see detail regarding employee salaries, 
benefits, and pension amounts.  Vice Chairperson Ramirez suggested that perhaps the 
presentation could include a comparision of Oxnard’s financial position as compared to a 
hypothetical city in financial difficulty.  Mr. Cameron noted that large City projects, such as 
building a plant, require debt service in order to pay for construction costs. 

Chairperson MacDonald asked if neighboring cities are paying for their use of Oxnard’s utility 
services.  

Mr. Cameron stated employee cost saving suggestions are undergoing further review to 
hopefully identify more savings opportunities for the City. 

Discussion followed on the use of alternative energy sources and costs associated with the 
purchase and delivery of utilities City-wide.  It was suggested that a position might be created in 
the future that would focus on energy creation and management issues.   

E.  Discussion of Future Agenda Items 

None. 

      F.  Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:15 a.m.   


