
                                   Minutes 
    Regular Meeting 

    Graffiti Task Force 
    Human Resources Activity Room 

        300 West Third Street 
    Oxnard, CA 93030 
    November 18, 2009 

   5:15 P.M. 
 

A. ROLL CALL 
 

The meeting officially started at 5:15 p.m.  Present were:  Chairperson Holden, 
Vice Chairperson Pinkard, City Manager’s Office Grace Magistrale Hoffman and 
Martha Guillen; City Attorney’s Office Stephen Fischer; General Services 
Michael Henderson and Cyndi Hookstra; Police Department Terry Burr and Mike 
Thomas, Code Compliance Rob Silverstein; City Corp Corey Almaguer and Beth 
Saringo, Recording Secretary. 
            

 Public Attendance:  17 members of the public 
                                             
B. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

SUBJECTS:  Approval of minutes of July 8, 2009. 
 ACTION:  Chairperson Holden made a motion to approve the minutes of July 

8, 2009 meeting.  Vice-Chairperson Pinkard seconded the motion.  The minutes 
were approved. 

 
C. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
 Nancy Pedersen –   11 acres at Ormond Beach have been restored with the help of 

the neighborhood uplift program.  It really made a difference. 
 
 Pat Brown  -  cellular tower located on Wooley Road near Rice Avenue –  graffiti 

is back again in the green metal box with fence around it.    
 
 Dina Rodriguez  -  completed our Arts for Action program and they are posted in 

the internet.  Willing to collaborate with City.   
 
 Raul Lopez  -  here today to support policy makers.  
 
 Will Coulon  -  mentioned about repeated vandalism and the impact it does for 

people and the safety of the community as a whole. 
       
 Thomas Garcia  -  graffiti had slowed down, seeing less and less graffiti etching on 

glass.  Suggested business owners to have some kind of security or possibly 
 1



 2

camera for their businesses.  He mentioned also that graffiti cannot be stopped but 
it can be prevented. 

 
 Marvin Boos  -  Fremont north getting a lot of graffiti in the light poles.     
 
D.       TASK FORCE REPORTS 

 
1. Task Force overview, community outreach, education and graffiti action kit 

volunteers – Cyndi Hookstra  
 
-    Operation uplift in September held in Colonia neighborhood.  Had about 

100 volunteers. 
-    Had been in contact with EO Green and Blackstock School for graffiti 

presentation schedule. 
-    City Attorney’s office is looking at AB576 - anti graffiti bill 
-    New parent tri-fold flyer available in English and Spanish now in 

circulation.    
 

2.   Graffiti Action Program (GAP) removal efforts.  GAK distribution and hotline           
statistics – Joel Galaviz 
 
No report 
 

 3.   Arrest and law enforcement issues  -  Mike Thomas 
 
-   Twenty-nine arrests for the month of July for $1,122. 
-   221civil citations 
-   Three warrants issued 
-   Conducted high school presentation 
 

4. Legal issues  -  City Attorney’s Office 
 
No report. 

 
5. Code Compliance issues  -  Rob Silverstein 

 
Rob Silverstein complimented GAP for removing graffiti and notifying private 
property owners to remove graffiti right away.  As a result, Code Compliance 
are getting very few referrals.   
 

 6.  City Corp update – Corey Almaguer 
 
No update.   
   

            7.  Community service update  -  Martha Guillen 
 

There were 26 on rosters for the month of July.  Total hours ordered were 900 
and 432.5 hours were completed. 
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E.     TASK FORCE DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 
 1.  Update on revisions to existing Graffiti Ordinance. 
    

     Cyndi Hookstra passed out copies of City of Santa Ana Graffiti Ordinance No.  
     NS-2791.   Had requested the members of the public and members of the  
     Graffiti Task Force to bring back suggestions, concerns and ideas to the  
     next Graffiti Task Force meeting. 
  
     The Graffiti Task Force is looking at revising the City’s existing graffiti   

       ordinance.  We will be looking at the verbage through input from everybody to  
                make sure that this ordinance will be more effective.   

     
2. Discuss media and graffiti. 

                  
- Cyndi Hookstra is researching all aspects of graffiti as a crime or as a  
problem of society.   Graffiti has become a mainstream media as far as 
advertising and as far as art form.   

                 
-  Eradication issue – there is a clear distinction in the graffiti world as far as  
legal and illegal form of graffiti and the Graffiti Task Force’s intention is to 
eradicate the illegal aspects of graffiti in the City of Oxnard.   

 
-  Will try to work to find an art program that will work for us as community 
and the young community that want to participate in graffiti as a legal form. 
It is part of the education process that we started with going and doing school 
presentations as young as kindergarten educating them about graffiti 
vandalism, the social consequences of graffiti vandalism and social 
responsibility and what it means to young people in an art form.   

                       
           3.   Discuss Graffiti Art Program. 

 
Cyndi Hookstra - City should have an art program that we could refer kids to 
do community service as well as learning graffiti as an art form.   

   
Chairperson Thomas Holden – there are things that need to be addressed.  
There has to be understanding that the new structure is a combination of policy 
and parameters and making a difference.  In order to be successful, the Task 
Force should be flexible and realize when to change course.  We have made a 
lot of progress. 

 
Dina Rodriguez - Lab is working on a brochure and will get it to the Task 
Force when ready.   

 
Michael Henderson - one of the things we have done very well and one of the 
reasons why Graffiti Task Force was created is that so we can have a dialogue 
and meet with different people and we are in a point now where you all came 
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and hopefully you will take it to the next level and we are going to evolve 
continually.  As we begin to evolve and continue to evolve and get people 
away from illegal part of graffiti onto the art side of it and that‘s what we are 
looking into. 

 
Raul Lopez - definitely appreciate that we have been able to come this far, the 
City and the Arts Program together at one table.  Oxnard is beautiful.  I am 
definitely an advocate of further structuring the City.   
 
Cyndi Hookstra - We have found the road for graffiti vandalism in Ventura 
County and even other cities.  Other states contacted us about our graffiti 
program.  Getting it to evolve will bring out how we can use it in this table 
which is a critical component and can only make it better.  We have the 
opportunity where we can be a leader in this area as far as understanding of 
what makes a community beautiful. 

                  
F. ADJOURNMENT 

 
Meeting adjourned at 6:57 p.m.   

 
 
 
 
       ________________________ 
       Michael Henderson, Secretary 
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